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THIRD PROGRESS REPORT:
BIRD RINGING 1951 — 1952,

By E. H. Ashton (Broad Eaves, Weir Aven, Hillside Bulawayo).
Received in December 1953.

The first and second reports were published in the Ostrich, vols. xxi.
No. 2, and xxiii, No. 1. This report deals with the actual ringing done in
1951-1952, together with further details of ringing done earlier and with
recoveries that have been returned since my Second Progress report. As
nearly eighteen months have elapsed since then, the number of these has been
unduly inflated, but as they are more significant and interesting than the
lists of birds ringed, it seemed best to put them all in now, rather than keep
strictly to the 1952-1953 returns for the next report. I must apologise for
this inordinate delay.

Considerable progress was made. Over 5,000 rings were used and
12,000 rings were issued, nearly half as much again as the previous year.
The greater part of those issued will be used in 1952-53 ringing year. There
were a few more participants, notably the Rhodesian Bird Club, and some .
individuals greatly extended their work, especially Messrs. Taylor, Plowes
and Smithers. The bulk of the ringing was undertaken as in the previous
year by the Witwatersrand and the Cape Bird Clubs, but notable activity
took place at Marion Island, Tristan da Cunha and at sea.

The rate of recovery is disappointingly low, but we cannot hope for
much higher results with the mass of our population in the state it is.
Nevertheless, it is extremely encouraging to get results such as the quelea,
cormorant and gannet recoveries.

Numerous retrappings have been effected, and in addition to the
swallows and swifts recorded last year, gannets and masked weavers are
included this year.

It is possible that the time has come to consider limiting ringing to
those species that may be expected to give better returns, namely, those
which can be ringed in large numbers such as herons, egrets, cormorants,
gannets, swifts, swallows and queleas, and those that are likely to be readily
recovered such as birds of prey and game birds. Some banders are better
placed than others for different species—only the coastal dwellers have
access to gannets and other sea birds—but it would be most valuable if
others would concentrate as much as possible on the same groups of birds.
The Cape and Witwatersrand Clubs and Mr. Taylor are all ringing large
numbers of egrets and herons: an appeal is made to everyone else favourably
situated to make a point of co-operation in ringing this group of birds.

Full lists of ringing and of recoveries are given in Appendices I and 1.

Our thanks are due again to Dr. Bigalke and his staff for their con-
tinued help in forwarding reports of recoveries.
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Downloaded by [University of Cape Town Libraries] at 03:47 17 November 2014

The Oslru h February, 1954.

The following notes on retrappings (or recoveries and releases) at or very
close to place of original ringing are of interest:—

Cape Gannet: 31 ont of 120 adults ringed at Malgas Island in Feb. 1951 were
recovered there in Jan. 1952,

Cape Whiterumped Swifts recovered at the nesting sites.
(A) Fort Beaufort:

Date Ringed Date Retrapped

2705 10. 1.51 29.10.51
2706 17. 1.51 3. 4.51
2707 26. 2.51 26.10.51
2708 8. 351 13.11.51:22.1.52:7.3.52

50:10005 Oct. 51 7. 3.52
10008 Nov. 51 7. 3.52
10009 Dec. 51 7. 3.52
10013 Jan. 52 7. 3.52
10020 Feb. 52 7. 3.52

(B) Craighall, Johannesburg:

50:100447 18.10.51 10. 1.51:12.3.52
100448 18.10.51 10. 1.51:12.3.52
100471 18.10.51 10. 1.51:12.3.52
100621 26.10.51 10. 1.51:12.3.52
100622 10. 1.52 12. 3.52
100623 26.10.51 10.15.52:12.3.52
100625 10. 1.52 12. 3.52
100626 26.10.51 10. 1.52:12.3.52
100627 26.10.51 10. 1.52:12.3.52
100631 26.10.51 10. 1.52:12.3.52
100632 26.10.51 10. 1.52:12.3.52
100636 26.10.51 10. 1.52:12.3.52

502:1070 12.10.51 10. 1.52
1071 12.10.51 12. 3.2
1066 12.10.51 10. 1.52

Greater Striped Swallow: 2 ringed as adults Oct./Nov. 51 at Bryanston,
Johannesburg, were recovered at the nests in March 52.

Masked Weavers: 4 adults were retrapped at Bulawayo as follows:

50:1375 7. 7.52 21, 1.53
5260 22. 352 10. 5.53
9540 8. 1.53 10. 5.53 (dead)
9583 14. 3.53 20. 5.53
————

12



